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A.C. 45401     : 
      : 
ERICA LAFFERTY, et al.   :  APPELLATE COURT 
      :  
v.      : 
      : 
ALEX EMRIC JONES, et al.  :  June 14, 2022 
 

DEFENDANTS-APPELLANTS SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

The Defendants-Appellants – Alex Jones, Free Speech Systems, LLC; Infowars, 

LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; Prison Planet TV, LLC – hereby submit their response to the 

Court’s sua sponte motion to dismiss pursuant to the Court’s May 31, 2022 order.  

The Defendants-Appellants have no objection to dismissal of Infowars, LLC; Free 

Speech Systems, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, LLC from this appeal. 

They concede that they were not aggrieved parties in the first instance, and the Plaintiffs-

Appellees have stipulated to the dismissal of Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health LLC; and 

Prison Planet TV, LLC with prejudice from the underlying case, thus removing them from 

the underlying proceedings entirely.  

 Likewise, the bankruptcy proceedings requiring a stay under federal law 

concluded on June 1, 2022. A stay is no longer necessary under federal law, and 

Appellant Jones will proceed to prosecute this appeal. To the extent that the Court wishes 

to analyze the propriety of the stay, federal law required it.  

I. Relevant Factual Background: 

The Appellees noticed Appellant Alex Jones’ deposition for March 23 and 24, 2022 

in Austin, Texas. On March 21, 2022, Jones sought an emergency protective order on 

the advice of his physician to delay his deposition, but the trial court denied it. See 

Exhibits A & B. Jones subsequently renewed his motion the following day, and the trial 
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court denied it once again. See Exhibit C & D. Jones did not attend his scheduled 

depositions on March 23 and 24, 2022 due to his doctor’s advice. The trial court held him 

in contempt, ordered him to pay escalating fines that have since been returned due to 

Jones’ compliance, and is now considering the attorney’s fees and costs to award the 

Appellees. See Exhibit E. Jones appealed the decision on April 1, 2022 via the appeal 

bearing the above docket number.   

On April 18, 2022, Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, 

LLC (“the Bankruptcy Appellants”) filed petitions for chapter 11 bankruptcy in the United 

States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas. See InfoW, LLC, Case No. 

22-60020; IWHealth, LLC, Case No. 22-60021; and Prison Planet TV, LLC, 22-60022. 

Alex Jones and Free Speech Systems, LLC did not file for bankruptcy. The Bankruptcy 

Appellants then removed the underlying actions to the United States Bankruptcy Court 

for the District of Connecticut on April 18, 2022. See Lafferty, et al. v. Jones, et al., Adv. 

Proc. No. 22-05004; Sherlach v. Jones, et al., Adv. Proc. No. 22-05005; Sherlach, et al. 

v. Jones, et al., Adv. Proc. No. 22-05006.   

Pursuant to stipulations of dismissal with prejudice, the Bankruptcy Appellants 

withdrew their removals of the underlying actions to federal court on May 31, 2022, and 

the underlying cases returned to state court on June 1, 2022.  

II. Legal Standard: 

Practice Book § 66-8 permits the Court to dismiss an appeal on its own motion for 

lack of jurisdiction or another defect. Lack of aggrievement and mootness implicates 

subject matter jursidction. In re Ava W., 336 Conn. 545, 553 (2020). “[W]hen a decision 

as to whether a court has subject matter jurisdiction is required, every presumption 
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favoring jurisdiction should be indulged.” Id. at 554 (internal quotations and citations 

omitted).  

III. Argument: 

A. The Appellants do not oppose the dismissal of Free Speech Systems, 
LLC; Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, LLC 
from this appeal. 
 

At the outset, the Appellants concede that Free Speech Systems, LLC; Infowars, 

LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, LLC are not proper parties to this 

appeal. The undersigned’s inclusion of those entites in this appeal was an inadvertant 

error made in the haste of coping what their clients believe is an unjust and baseless 

ruling from the trial court. Since every proceeding in the trial court has focused around 

the so-called “Jones Defendants” – the above-named entites and Alex Jones, they 

habitually proceeded according to what has become a habit by multiplicity of filings: They 

filed the appeal for all of the Appellants. At the time that they did so, they were facing an 

ominous threat from the trial court. If Jones continued to fail to show up to his deposition, 

the trial court would strip the Jones Defendants of their right to present certain evidence 

at the upcoming trial as well as make certain findings of fact that would prejudice all of 

the Appellants. Thus, while Jones’ contempt directly aggrieved him, the undersigned 

contemplated indirect grievances to the corporate Appellants as well. Thus, not only was 

their inclusion of the corporate Appellants a product of habit, but it was also predicated 

on the reality that the corporate Appellants had been included indirectly in the trial court’s 

findings. That danger has passed, and the grounds for the corporate Appellants to remain 

in the appeal no longer remains. Additionally, Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and 

Prison Planet TV, LLC are no longer parties to the underlying actions by virtue of a 
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stipulated agreement to dismiss them with prejudice from the action. Thus, the Appellants 

do not oppose the dismissal of the corporate Appellants from this appeal.  

B. Staying this appeal under federal law is no longer an issue ripe for 
adjudication. Even if the Court addresses the validity of the stay, federal 
law still compelled the stay.  

The Appellants submit that the issue of whether this appeal should continue to be 

stayed is moot. Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, LLC are no 

longer parties to the underlying actions by virtue of a stipulated agreement to dismiss 

them with prejudice from the action. On May 31, 2022, they withdrew their removals of 

the underlying actions to the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of 

Connecticut. Any authority for a stay ceased that day. Nothing prevents this Court from 

proceeding with hearing this appeal now.  

 To the extent that the Court wishes to visit whether a stay was ever proper in the 

first place, it is unnecessary, but the Appellants submit that federal law mandated that this 

appeal be stayed even though Alex Jones did not file for bankruptcy protection. The 

Appellants initially cited 11 U.S.C. § 362 as the authority for the automatic stay of the 

proceeding before the Court. Once again, haste resulted in an inadvertant error. § 362 

only provides to stays as to a debtor who files for bankruptcy. 28 U.S.C. §§ 1334(b) 

provides for the removal of actions related to debtors filing for bankruptcy to federal court.  

Removal operates exclusively. After removal, state court jurisdiction absolutely 

ceases and state courts have a duty not proceed any further in the case. Steamship Co. 

v. Tugman, 106 U.S. 118, 122 (1882). Thus, any subsequent state court proceedings are 

void ab initio. Id. Even where removal may nto be proper, “the state court now loses all 

jurisdiction after compliance with the removal statute, until there has been a remand.” 
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Lowe v. Jacobs, 243 F.2d 432, 433 (5th Cir. 1957); see also Rayner v. Ratheon Co., 858 

So.2d 132 (Miss. 2003) (same and compiling cases).  

Despite the Appellees’ disappointment in the removal, the Appellants’ removal to 

the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Connecticut stayed proceedings in 

this Court in conjunction with the automatic stay imposed by 11 U.S.C. § 362. Thus, the 

stay of this appeal was proper.  

CONCLUSION 

 The Appellants do not oppose the dismissal of Free Speech Systems, LLC; 

Infowars, LLC; Infowars Health, LLC; and Prison Planet TV, LLC from this lawsuit. They 

also submit that the issue of the stay is moot and that this appeal should now proceed 

immediately.1 Finally, even if the Court chooses to reach the validity of any stay, they still 

submit that it was required by federal law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 To that end, they will immediately file the preliminary paperwork required by Practice 
Book § 63-4 after filing this response.  
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Dated: June 14, 2022     Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Jones, 
Infowars, LLC; 
Free Speech Systems, LLC; 
Infowars Health, LLC; and 
Prison Planet TV, LLC 
 
BY:/s/ Norman A. Pattis /s/ 
/s/ Cameron L. Atkinson /s/ 
Norman A. Pattis 
Cameron L. Atkinson 
PATTIS & SMITH, LLC 
Juris No. 423934 
383 Orange Street 
New Haven, CT 06511 
V: 203-393-3017 F: 203-393-9745 
npattis@pattisandsmith.com 
catkinson@pattisandsmith.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:npattis@pattisandsmith.com
mailto:catkinson@pattisandsmith.com
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CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies the following: 

That foregoing – electronically submitted – has been delivered electronically to 

the last known e-mail address of each counsel of record for whom an e-mail address 

has been provided, pursuant to PB § 67-2(b) and whose names are below:  

For Genesis Communications Network, Inc.: 
Mario Kenneth Cerame, Esq. 
Brignole & Bush LLC 
73 Wadsworth Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
Tel: 860-527-9973 
Fax: 860-527-5929 
mcerame@brignole.com 
 
For Plaintiffs-Appellees: 
Alinor C. Sterling, Esq. 
Christopher M. Mattei, Esq. 
Matthew S. Blumenthal, Esq. 
Colin S. Antaya, Esq. 
KOSKOFF KOSKOFF & BIEDER 
350 Fairfield Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
Tel: 203-336-4421 
Fax: 203-368-3244 
cmattei@koskoff.com  
asterling@koskoff.com 
mblumenthal@koskoff.com  
cantaya@koskoff.com  
 
 
For Trustee Richard M. Coan 
 
Eric Henzy, Esq. 
ZEISLER & ZEISLER P.C. 
10 MIDDLE STREET 
15TH FLOOR 
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06604 
Tel: 203-368-4234 
Fax: none provided. 
ehenzy@zeislaw.com 

mailto:mcerame@brignole.com
mailto:cmattei@koskoff.com
mailto:asterling@koskoff.com
mailto:mblumenthal@koskoff.com
mailto:cantaya@koskoff.com
mailto:ehenzy@zeislaw.com
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That the electronically submitted foregoing has been redacted or does not 

contain any names or personal identifying information that is prohibited from disclosure 

by rule, statute, court order or case law, pursuant to PB § 67-2(b)(2). 

That the foregoing complies with all other applicable provisions of the Practice 

Book. 

  

      /s/ Cameron L. Atkinson /s/ 
CAMERON L. ATKINSON 
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NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046436 S :            SUPERIOR COURT 

ERICA LAFFERTY, ET AL : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046437 S : SUPERIOR COURT 

WILLIAM SHERLACH : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046438 S : SUPERIOR COURT 

WILLIAM SHERLACH, ET AL : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

 
ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

 

MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER RE: DEPOSITION OF ALEX JONES 

 

 The Plaintiffs in the instant case have noticed the deposition of Alex Jones and are 

prepared to go forward on Wednesday and Thursday of this week in Austin, Texas. Indeed, at 

least one counsel for the plaintiffs is already in Austin; the undersigned intends to fly to Austin 

tomorrow. A second deposition of Robert Dew is scheduled in Austin for Friday. 

 At approximately 3:30 p.m. this afternoon, the undersigned received a telephone call 

alerting him that Mr. Jones was under the care of a physician for medical conditions that require 

immediate, and possibly, emergency testing. I spoke with a person representing himself to be a 

physician: he told me he was a licensed physician, had the qualifications to render an opinion 

about Mr. Jones’ health, and that his opinion was that Mr. Jones should not sit for depositions this 

week. I asked for a second letter from the physician.  

 My client has not asked me to disclose the nature of the medical conditions or the identity 

of the physician. It is my hope that upon receipt of the physician’s letter, I can share it with the 

Court on an ex parte basis. 

 WHEREFORE, defendants respectfully move this court for an order to postpone the 



 

2 

deposition of Alex Jones for a reasonable period of time consistent with his medical condition. 

  

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Alex Emrich Jones;  

Infowars, LLC; 

Free Speech Systems, LLC; 

Infowars Health, LLC; and 

Prison Planet TV, LLC 

 

BY:/s/ Norman A. Pattis/s/ 

Norman A. Pattis, 

PATTIS & SMITH, LLC 

Juris No. 423934 

383 Orange Street 

New Haven, CT 06511 

V: 203-393-3017 F: 203-393-9745 

npattis@pattisandsmith.com 

  

mailto:npattis@pattisandsmith.com


 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been emailed and/or mailed, this day, 

postage prepaid, to all counsel and pro se appearances as follows: 

 

For Alex Emric Jones: 

Cameron L. Atkinson 

Pattis & Smith, LLC 

383 Orange St., 1st Fl. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

T: (203) 383-3017 

F: (203) 383-9745 

catkinson@pattisandsmith.com 

 

For Genesis Communications Network, Inc.: 

Mario Kenneth Cerame, Esq. (and via USPS) 

Brignole & Bush LLC 

73 Wadsworth Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

mario@brignole.com 

mcerame@brignole.com 

P: 860-527-9973 

 

For Plaintiffs: 

Alinor C. Sterling 

Christopher M. Mattei 

Matthew S. Blumenthal 

KOSKOFF KOSKOFF & BIEDER 

350 Fairfield Avenue 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

 

/s/ Norman A. Pattis/s/ 

Norman A. Pattis 
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NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046436 S :            SUPERIOR COURT 

ERICA LAFFERTY, ET AL : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046437 S : SUPERIOR COURT 

WILLIAM SHERLACH : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

NO. X06-UWY-CV-18-6046438 S : SUPERIOR COURT 

WILLIAM SHERLACH, ET AL : COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET 

V. : AT WATERBURY 

 
ALEX EMRIC JONES, ET AL : MARCH 21, 2022 

 

AMENDED MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER RE: DEPOSITION OF ALEX JONES 

 

 The Plaintiffs in the instant case have noticed the deposition of Alex Jones and are 

prepared to go forward on Wednesday and Thursday of this week in Austin, Texas. Indeed, at 

least one counsel for the plaintiffs is already in Austin; the undersigned intends to fly to Austin 

tomorrow. A second deposition of Robert Dew is scheduled in Austin for Friday. 

 At approximately 3:30 p.m. this afternoon, the undersigned received a telephone call 

alerting him that Mr. Jones was under the care of a physician for medical conditions that require 

immediate, and possibly, emergency testing. I spoke with a person representing himself to be a 

physician: he told me he was a licensed physician, had the qualifications to render an opinion 

about Mr. Jones’ health, and that his opinion was that Mr. Jones should not sit for depositions this 

week. I asked for a signed letter from the physician.  

 My client has not authorized me to disclose the nature of the medical conditions or the 

identity of the physician. It is my hope that upon receipt of the physician’s letter, I can share it 

with the Court on an ex parte basis. 

 WHEREFORE, defendants respectfully move this court for an order to postpone the 
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deposition of Alex Jones for a reasonable period of time consistent with his medical condition. 

  

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Alex Emrich Jones;  

Infowars, LLC; 

Free Speech Systems, LLC; 

Infowars Health, LLC; and 

Prison Planet TV, LLC 

 

BY:/s/ Norman A. Pattis/s/ 

Norman A. Pattis, 

PATTIS & SMITH, LLC 

Juris No. 423934 

383 Orange Street 

New Haven, CT 06511 

V: 203-393-3017 F: 203-393-9745 

npattis@pattisandsmith.com 

  

mailto:npattis@pattisandsmith.com


 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been emailed and/or mailed, this day, 

postage prepaid, to all counsel and pro se appearances as follows: 

 

For Alex Emric Jones: 

Cameron L. Atkinson 

Pattis & Smith, LLC 

383 Orange St., 1st Fl. 

New Haven, CT 06511 

T: (203) 383-3017 

F: (203) 383-9745 

catkinson@pattisandsmith.com 

 

For Genesis Communications Network, Inc.: 

Mario Kenneth Cerame, Esq. (and via USPS) 

Brignole & Bush LLC 

73 Wadsworth Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

mario@brignole.com 

mcerame@brignole.com 

P: 860-527-9973 

 

For Plaintiffs: 

Alinor C. Sterling 

Christopher M. Mattei 

Matthew S. Blumenthal 

KOSKOFF KOSKOFF & BIEDER 

350 Fairfield Avenue 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

 

/s/ Norman A. Pattis/s/ 

Norman A. Pattis 
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ORDER    421277
DOCKET NO: UWYCV186046436S

LAFFERTY, ERICA Et Al
    V.
JONES, ALEX EMRIC Et Al

SUPERIOR COURT

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF WATERBURY
    AT WATERBURY

3/22/2022

ORDER

ORDER REGARDING:
03/22/2022 730.00 MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

The foregoing, having been considered by the Court, is hereby:

ORDER:

Denied, for the reasons stated on the record.

Judicial Notice (JDNO) was sent regarding this order.

421277

Judge: BARBARA N BELLIS

This document may be signed or verified electronically and has the same validity and status as a document with a physical
(pen-to-paper) signature. For more information, see Section I.E. of the State of Connecticut Superior Court E-Services
Procedures and Technical Standards (https://jud.ct.gov/external/super/E-Services/e-standards.pdf), section 51-193c of the
Connecticut General Statutes and Connecticut Practice Book Section 4-4.

UWYCV186046436S    3/22/2022 Page 1 of 1



 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 























































































 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit E 
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